
 

CALL FOR APPLICATIONS 
Feminist Activism Awardee Campus Visit 

Visitation Window: January-December 2020 
2019 Awardee: Dr. Amy Blackstone 

 

We Sociologists for Women in Society are delighted to acknowledge our 2019 
Feminist Activism Awardee Dr. Amy Blackstone who is prepared to visit a U.S. 
or non-U.S. campus in the coming months. She will deliver a talk entitled: 
Report from the Field: The Perils, Pitfalls, and Promise of Feminist 
Public Sociology. 
 
An overview of her talk is as follows: Reflecting on lessons from her own 
experiences as a feminist public sociologist, Dr. Blackstone will engage 
participants in conversation about the joys, frustrations, dangers, and benefits 

of doing public sociology as a feminist and from a feminist perspective. In particular, her talk will focus on using social 
science knowledge to impact policy and practice and promote gender equality. Amy's talk will also include reflections 
on her research and activist work, including: breast cancer and anti-rape movements, sexual harassment in the era of 
#MeToo, as well as reproductive rights and the childfree choice. 
 
In addition to her talk, Dr. Blackstone would gladly hold a workshop for students and/or faculty interested in doing 
public sociology and would also be glad to either present findings from or participate in a discussion of her recent 
book, Childfree by Choice: The Movement Redefining Family and Creating a New Age of Independence (Dutton, 2019). 

Sociologists for Women in Society will pay all transportation costs of Dr. Blackstone’s 
visit ($750 for domestic travel and $1500 for international travel). The host campus is 
asked to provide room and board, that is, a place to stay for one or two days and meals. 
Contact Feminist Activism Award Subcommittee Chair Victoria Reyes 
(vreyes@ucr.edu) with questions. If you are interested in hosting a campus visit, submit 
an application by October 1, 2019 via the form here: 
https://sws.memberclicks.net/awards-form#/ 

An application should include: 

1) An explanation of your interest in hosting Dr. Blackstone’s visit and the merits of 
awarding a campus visitation to your school 

2) A description of activities you will arrange for the Awardee’s visit on your campus. 
3) The number of days you would like the awardee to stay & tentative dates, with alternatives 
4) The audience to which the presentation will be targeted 
5) A description of how local financial obligations will be met 

 
The selection subcommittee will look especially favorably on campuses committed to gaining the widest possible 
audience for these visits. While not required, plans to do one or more of the following will enhance the case for the 
applicant: 1) collaboration with other departments or programs on campus 2) multiple-campus cooperation 3) 
community partnerships 
 
Dr. Amy Blackstone is a professor in sociology and the Margaret Chase Smith Policy Center at the University of 
Maine, where she directs Maine NEW Leadership, a residential institute for undergraduate students focused on 
increasing women's representation in civic and political life. She has served as a consultant on workplace sexual 
harassment cases, and her research on this topic has been cited in the New York Times, USA Today, BuzzFeed, 
TIME, NBC News, and other outlets. Her book Childfree by Choice (Dutton, 2019) explores the history and growing 
movement of adults choosing to forgo parenthood. Dr. Blackstone has shared her research on the childfree choice in 
The Atlantic, Washington Post, Huffington Post, on the Katie show, and other venues. She is passionate about food 
and has taught the Sociology of Food in the U.S. and in Italy. 
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